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The Hacker Initiative Grant Application
2026

This is the Hacker Initiative (HI) online application form for the 2026 Grant Cycle.

THIS IS A THREE STEP PROCESS

Step One: Review the Hacker Initiative Grant Guidelines (https://hackerinitiative.org/
grant-guideline) before applying to see if you meet our basic criteria for receiving a
grant.

Step Two: Read the Hacker Initiative Application FAQ (https://hackerinitiative.org/
application-faq) before applying so you are fully informed of our process. It is your
obligation to comply with any regulation needed to receive your grant.

Step Three: Submit the application form below, in written English. It is each applicant’s
obligation to translate language, verbal or Braille, into written English.

IMPORTANT DATES

Applications are due by 11:59 PM PST, Monday, November 9, 2026.

HI will announce on the HI website the 2026 grant recipients no later than 11:59 PM,
PST, on Monday, December 21, 2026.

We will have three (3) stages in the review process, and applicants who qualify for
each stage will be notified directly. You will be invited to present your project via
remote conferencing if you qualify for the second stage. Final award recipients will be
announced on December 21, 2026 via Hacker Initiative's website: https://
hackerinitiative.org/.

OUR GRANT GUIDELINES

Purpose

The purpose of the HI Grant Program is to strengthen and enrich the hacker
community through small monetary grants. The following are examples of ways such
grants can be used:

¢ Independent led research projects, outside of academic review or sponsor.

¢ Development of technology that promotes security for consumer, industrial,
orbital products and services that advances learning within the global hacker
community.

¢ Programs and platforms that advance innovative technology for the global
hacker community.
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HIl is open to receiving applications that fall outside of the annual theme provided the
proposed project is consistent with the Mission of HI and within the funding Grant
Guidelines.

ELIGIBILITY CONSIDERATIONS AND EXCLUSIONS

Eligibility and Considerations

Eligible applicants must be properly organized, lawful, compliant with their relevant
jurisdiction, and if applicant is below the age of majority, must have parental consent
or designated adult supervision.

Applicants should provide information as to the foregoing and be prepared to provide,
if requested by HI supportive documents. If during the application process the project
has changed rendering the project ineligible or different from the initial application, it is
the applicant's obligation to notify HI of such.

HI can not provide grants to anyone or entity that is on the list of the United States
Office of Foreign Assets Control list. All grants will be made in USD currency and it is
the applicant's obligation to manage receipt of this with their financial institution.

If you have questions about our grant process please write to us at grant-
requests@hackerinitiative.org

Exclusions

Members of the HI Board, Advisory Board, Programming, Mentoring, Fundraising, and
other committees are ineligible for consideration without formal notice and approval of
the Board.

HI does not consider funding requests for:

¢ Activities that are inconsistent with the HI mission.

¢ Animal related programs, including shelters except technology that has broader
impact

¢ Athletic teams, events, booster clubs, or sponsorships

e Awards, monuments and/or memorials

¢ Capital campaigns, building projects

¢ Deficit funding

* Development or production of books, films, videos, television programs, social
media, or websites

e Endowments or reserve funds

¢ Fundraising events

¢ General awareness campaigns/advocacy

e Government agencies

e Individual crowdfunding, GoFundMe pages, or similar

e Individual primary and secondary schools, PTOs, and PTAs
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e Loans or investments

¢ Merchandise for fundraisers and auctions

¢ Merchandise promotions, partnerships, or advertising

¢ Parties, celebrations, parades, festivals, or raffles or related expenses e.g., food
and drinks

 Political organizations, affiliates or for a political purpose

 Private foundations

» Professional association meetings or related expenses

¢ Religious organizations, affiliates or for religious purpose

¢ Research studies outside the scope of HI's Mission

¢ Salaries or staff training

School tuition

Grant funds may not be used to promote or engage in criminal or unlawful acts of
violence, terrorism, hate crimes, moral turpitude, the destruction of any state, or
discrimination on the basis of race, national origin, religion, military and veteran status,
disability, sex, age, gender identity or sexual

orientation, or support of any person or entity that engages in these activities.

* Orange asterisks in the sections below indicate required questions

* Indicates required question

1. Email *

Your contact information

(Please enter address information for your project's contact person)

2. First name *

3. Last Name *
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4, Title*

5. Street Address *

6. City*
7. State*
8. Country *

9. Postal Code *

Basic information

Please be sure to complete these sections thoroughly.

10. Organization, if any *

11.  TIN, EIN entity identification if an organization *
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12.  Your website *

13. Contact person's official relationship to this organization *

14. Contact Information *
Please include:

e alternate email

e your organization's phone number
e your direct number

¢ names of responsible parties.

15.  Make checks payable to? *
(Who will be responsible for tax compliance.)
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16. Physical mailing address *
(Cannot be a post office box.)

Please tell us about your project below

17.  Project Name *

18. Brief Project Description (150-300 words) *

19. Project Goals *

What are your project's goals? How will you measure success? What end result should
we expect?
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20. Community Benefit *

What group, community, or industry will your project's goals benefit and how will it do
so?

21.  Amount of Funding Requested *

Please note that awarded grants may be for less than the amount requested. Include
funding or expected funding by any other group (note the names) for this project.

22. Financials. Please Describe Your Intended Use of Grant in Detail *

Use this section to describe your specific use of the grant money, if
awarded. We encourage you to supply a proposed budget and expected
timeline of the spend. Please include geographic location of project and links
to supporting documents or websites as appropriate.
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23.

24.

25.

Check all that apply.

Community Education
Conference Fees
Equipment purchase

Office Lease/Rent

Research Project

School Club

Scholarships

Software/Tool Development
Stipend/Expenses

Tuition

Other:

If you selected "other" please describe

Reporting Requirements *

We ask all grant recipients to provide, within two months of receipt of their grant, a
description of how the funding they received contributed to their project NO LATER
THAN June 15, 2027 "Interim Report" and "Final Report" NO LATER THAN November
15, 2027. All grant recipients must provide a description of the status of the project,
include pictures or video documentation of their project if possible, and a close-out
budget indicating how funding was spent when project is completed. If the project
has changed in any way, recipient is required to notify HI within FIVE (5) business
days of such change. In submitting this application the applicant agrees to comply
with HI reporting requirements.

Mark only one oval.

| agree

| disagree
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26. Anti-Discrimination Policy *

Hacker Initiative does not discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, ethnicity,
national origin, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender expression, age, height,
weight, physical or mental ability, veteran status, military obligations, or marital
status. In submitting this Grant Application, the applicant confirms and agrees to
support Hacker Initiative's anti-discrimination policy as it applies to the applicant, and
as related to the project described in this application and by submitting this
application the applicant will also ensure that everyone related to this project
confirms and agrees to this anti-discrimination policy.

Mark only one oval.
| confirm and agree

| disagree

27. Where did you learn about our grant program? *

28. Comments

This content is neither created nor endorsed by Google.

Google Forms
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